Heights Middle School Concept Lesson Plan

Jan. 25-March 15

Unit Poetry Plan collaboration with Heights Middle School 6-8th graders and Children’s Literature Spring 2010 Students as poetry coaches.



Reading & Writing Content Standards: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard and viewed.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

1. Narrate a fictional or autobiographical account. (Creative drama)

2. Relate details, main ideas, setting, action and main characters. (Comprehension)

3. Explore expressive materials that are read, heard or viewed. (Creative drama)

4. Identify and interpret figurative language in an oral selection. (Vocabulary)

5. Interact appropriately in group settings. (Creative drama)

6. Reflect on learning experiences by describing personal learning growth and change in perspective. (Reflection/self-assessment)



Objectives: Middle school 6-8 graders will explore poetry focusing on vocabulary, comprehension with creative drama strategies. 

Scope of Project: UNM students will serve as poetry coaches assisting with poetry lessons initially and eventually designing lessons themselves. Practicum in two classrooms: Ms. Evans 1:40pm  &   Ms. Martinez 2:40pm

Poems learned through creative drama will be performed for elementary school students at Mesa Verde. Middle school poetry performers will be encouraged to be creative in bringing life through their self-expression of the poetry remembering their elementary school age audience. 

Six weeks will be allotted for instruction with March 8 as the dress rehearsal and March 15 as the performance date.

Authentic Learning: Heights Middle school students in Ms. Evans 1:40pm and Ms. Martinez 2:40pm classes are invited to collaborate in a poetry unit culminating with a poetry performance at Mesa Verde Elementary School on March 15 2-2:45pm.



Instructional Plan (Methodology)
Session 1: Hook

Introductions- Maxime, French Chef – perfume critique 
Maxime will encourage students to help him with finding a catchy name for his perfume collection. Students pair up with one bottle of perfume and brainstorm phrases elicited from the smell of the perfume sample.

Index cards, Maxime’s perfume and Tea set.

Explain about the poetry project-to help Mesa Verde students with enjoying poetry, Performance on March 15.

End with Raold Dahl’s “I’ve tasted many strange and scrumptious dishes in my time” assistance from UNM poetry coaches.

Audience feedback form for students to complete
Poems in Ms. Martinez classroom: 2:40-3:20pm

· Ride a Purple Pelican selections:

· Grandma Bear

· Jillicky, Jellicky, Jollicky Jee

· Poor Pennington Poe

· Little Pink Pig in Arkansas
Explore sense of place, sensory details, 

figurative language.

Nursery Rhymes-do you know any?

Write a group poem together

Write their own poem in the style of Prelutsky.
Songs:

· Matalina Catalina
· Long ago a dinosaur

· I’m gonna tell
Weekly Poetry Strategy Format: 
February – March Lessons Plans

· Role Playing – UNM Coaches

· Pair reading

· Guided Reading & Literature Circles-UNM Coaches

· Vocabulary play: 6 ways of knowing words (game)
· Role playing – Students
1. Each lesson will be introduced with a poem. UNM poetry coaches will bring to life through creative drama poems that students will work on during that session.

2. Students will pair-share read the poems following the creative drama performance.
3. Following literature circle roles, students will discuss connections, vocabulary, favorite lines, performance highlights, in their poetry journals.
4. Poetry Coaches will follow-up pair-share time with their small groups, reviewing vocabulary, guided reading and literature circle activities. 
5. Students will do creative drama with poem.

Poems in Ms. Evans classroom: 1:40-2:35pm

· The Generals

· Crocodile’s Toothache

· Abigail and the Pony

· The Yippiyuk
· When Tillie ate the Chili
· I’m Gonna Tell
· We’ve tasted many strange….

Extensions: Writing their own poems based on poetry style

(drawing from own experiences, imagination or both)
Vocabulary Game based on 6 step Word Map.


Materials:

· Internet access
· NOTEBOOKS for students

· Shel Silverstein Poetry Books-Light in the Attic & Where the Sidewalk Ends poem copies

· Jack Prelutsky’s Ride a Purple Pelican poem copies

http://browseinside.harpercollins.com/index.aspx?isbn13=9780688156251
· New Kid on the Block-Prelutsky

· Maps-stories of place
· 6 step vocabulary word map and game
· Thesauri & Dictionaries

· Creative Drama Audience and Performance Feedback sheets


Assessment:

· Culminating performances at Mesa Verde school

· Reflect on and critique their own performances

· Demonstrate comprehension of content and vocabulary with intended humor by memorizing and performing in a creative drama of each poem

· Heights students’ reflection of the project - plus/delta

· End of quarter reading assessment and Jeopardy game quiz

· UNM Poetry Coaches weekly poetry reflections and lesson preparation



Related Articles: 

Creating Family Timelines

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/creating-family-timelines-graphing-870.html
Creating Poetry of Place

http://www1.ncte.org/store/books/poetry/130642.htm
The Teacher’s Corner (Prelutsky-great resource)
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/thematicunits/jackp.htm
Vocabulary Downloads (Meggin McIntosh)

http://www.owningwordsforliteracy.com/DownloadsWord.php
Place Poems with Prelutsky

By Melissa S. Martin

GENI, Lafayette, IN (Available at http://www.iupui.edu/~geni/lsort/PlacePoems.doc)
Purpose:  To have the students develop a better understanding about different places around the world through writing poetry.

Estimated Time:  varies depending on unit (could be one day or a week)

Grade Level:  5 – 9

National Geography Standards Addressed:

Standard 4:  The physical and human characteristics of places.

Standard 6:  How culture and experience influence people’s perception of places and regions.

Indiana Social Studies Standard Addressed:


6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5


7.3.4, 

Objectives:  Upon completion of this activity/unit, students will…

1. identify the characteristics of a place in a poem.
2. be familiar with various locations and places throughout the world.
3. be able to write a poem using their notes.

Materials Required:

· One or more of Jack Prelutsky’s books such as…

· The Frogs Wore Red Suspenders

· Beneath  a Blue Umbrella

· Ride a Purple Pelican

· Paper and Pencils

· Journal notebook for students to keep notes

· Use the website http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/jack_home.htm
for helpful poetry hints from Jack Prelutsky

Procedures:

1. Begin by reading a few of Prelutsky’s place poems to the class.

2. Have the students choose a place they wish to write their poem and sign up for that place so there are few duplicates.

3. The students should brainstorm about their place and keep notes in their journal.

4. Once they have enough information, they may begin to write a rough draft of their place poem.

5. After the rough draft has been approved, the students may type the poem.  Be sure to save it.

6. Draw a picture to accompany the place poem.  

7. Exhibit the place poem and picture together on a piece of construction paper or poster board.

8. Share with the class.

Adaptations/Extensions:

1. Create an interdisciplinary unit with the Language Arts teacher.

2. Depending on the grade level, have the place poems about certain towns/cities or an entire country.

3. Have a poetry day.  Have the students recite their poems to the team or class.

4. Publish your own class book of place poems.

Assessment: 


Teacher discretion.  Check for comprehension of the place in the poem and 

completion of project.

Examples of Jack Prelutsky style poetry…

Jason Johnson left New Jersey

Just to dig for gold,

He tried in South Dakota

But he did not like the cold.

Nevada was much warmer,

But he found no golden ore,

So Jason Johnson headed home,

No richer than before.

In Indianapolis

In Indianapolis, what did we see?

An elephant perched on a sycamore tree,

Sipping warm milk through an oversized straw-

In Indianapolis, that’s what we saw.

In Indianapolis, what did we do?

We danced on the green with a blue kangaroo.

The elephant sneezed, so we ran off and hid-

In Indianapolis, that’s what we did.

Timble Tamble Turkey

Lived in Santa Fe,

Went to Albuquerque

To see the fishes play,

The fishes were in Phoenix

For they had runaway,

So Timble Tamble Turkey

Went back to Santa Fe.
Before Reading Knowledge Rating
Check your knowledge level for word or phrase listed in the first column:
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From Blachowicz, Camille & Fisher, Peter J. (2002). Teaching Vocabulary in All Classrooms, 2nd Ed., Columbus, OH:  Merrill Prentice Hall, p. 139.
Available online at http://www.meggin.com/pdf/Before_Reading_Knowledge_Rating.doc

Excerpt from James & the Giant Peach

By Raold Dahl

“I’ve eaten many strange and scrumptious dishes in my time,

Like jellied gnats and dandyprats and earwigs cooked in slime,

And mice with rice-they’re really nice 

When roasted in their prime.

(But don’t forget to sprinkle them with just a pinch of grime.)

“I’ve eaten fresh mudburgers by the greatest cooks there are,

And scrambled dregs and stinkbugs’ eggs and hornets stewed in tar,

And pails of snails and lizards’ tails, and beetles by the jar.

(A beetle is improved with just a splash of vinegar.)

“I often eat boiled slobbages. They’re grand when served beside

Minced doodlebugs and curried slugs. And have you ever tried 

Mosquitoes’ toes and wampfish roes most delicately fried?

(The only trouble is they disagree with my inside.)

“I’m mad for crispy wasp-stings on a piece of buttered toast,

And pickled spines of porcupines. And then a gorgeous roast

Of dragon flesh, well hung, not fresh-it costs a buck at most,

(And comes to you in barrels if you order it by past.)

“I crave the tasty tentacles of octopi for tea.

I like hotdogs, I LOVE hot frogs, and surely you’ll agree

A plate of soil with engine oil a super recipe.

(I hardly need to mention it [used to be] practically free.)

For dinner on my birthday shall I tell you what I chose:

Hot noodles made from poodles on a slice of garden hose-

And a rather smelly jelly made of armadillo toes.

(The jelly was delicious, but you have to hold your nose.)

“Now comes the burden of my speech:

These foods are rare beyond compare-some are right out of reach;

But there’s no doubt I’d go without

A million plates of each for one small mite, one tiny bite

Of these delicious treats!” (Of this fantastic PEACH!”)

Feb. 1 (Heights Practicum week 2)

Poetry Coaching Groups

	Daniel
	Krista
	Tennielle

	Audra
	Meagan
	Samantha

	Heather
	Ryan
	April

	
	Eldadiana
	


POETRY PROJECT Session
· Introduction with poetry song-Maxime thank you

· Introduce Poetry Project-to share poetry for elementary students

Poetry is an expression with words of how we feel about ourselves, people, places and things. That is just one definition-mine. There are probably as many definitions of poetry as there are people. Poetry can be funny, silly, serious and thought-provoking, just like we can be funny, silly, serious and thought-provoking. However, you can tell that it is poetry because it has these elements: beat, rhythm, rhyme-not all the time, meter, figurative elements, also known as literary elements.

Vocabulary:

poetry, beat, rhythm, rhyme, meter, metaphor (my love is like a red, red rose), personification (moon smiled at me), alliteration, hyperbole (I’m so hungry I could eat a horse; his eyes bulged out of his head)
_________________
1:40-2:35    In Ms. Evan's class, Audra (narrator), Ryan Gen. Clay?) and Kristi 
(Gen. Gore?) will perform the GENERALS by Shel Silverstein.  
props-uniforms, swords, etc.

Pair-share reading poem.  Illustrates the two generals

Guided Reading:
1. Vocabulary: 

narrator, bore, dreadful, seashore, roared, ocean's 
spray, 'chills my blood' and 'grand idea' expressions. Use handout 
Before Reading Knowledge (handout)

2. Do you think this is the way generals really talk about going to war?
What do you think is the point of the story? What message was the 
author trying to get across to the reader? Are they making fun of war? 
What do you call it when someone makes fun of something-spoof, parody, 
caricature.

3. Role play poem
4. Journal reflection
__________________

2:40-3:20  Ms. Martin's class

· Introduction with poetry song-Maxime thank you

· Introduce Poetry Project-to share poetry for elementary students

Poetry is an expression with words of how we feel about ourselves, people, places and things. That is just one definition-mine. There are probably as many definitions of poetry as there are people. Poetry can be funny, silly, serious and thought-provoking, just like we can be funny, silly, serious and thought-provoking. However, you can tell that it is poetry because it has these elements: beat, rhythm, rhyme-not all the time, meter, figurative elements, also known as literary elements.


I will introduce Grandma Bear poem & song Grandma has a Habit
Grandma Bear from Delaware
rocked in a rickety rocking chair;
socks on her feet and a ribbon in her hair;
Grandma Bear from Delaware.

Students will:
Pair-Share reading poem. (Poem Handout). Students illustrate poem.

Guided Reading:
1. Vocabulary:  rickety.
Be ready to explain RICKETY in the following ways:
Antonym-firm, solid, hard secure, rigid, stiff
Synonym- shaky, wobbly, unstable, unsteady, rocky, unsound, insecure, old, shambles
Spelling - rickety
Definition-something in bad condition, weakened by the aging process, likely to collapse.
Use in a sentence The historic cabin was so rickety and dilapidated that my breath would be all it needed to collapse. 

Rickets-bone disease caused by lack of vitamin D where bones soften and bend. Malnutrition is where you will see this disease.

2. What do we know about grandma bear? (Mostly descriptive of what she is wearing and rocking.) What else do you want to know about her? Think of your own grandmothers and ask some questions so we can make her into a person who also feels as well as a grandmother we can describe physically. Then we will add your ideas to the poem and work the words in using the same style as the author.

3. Where is Delaware? (See Handout map)

4. Could you write your own poem similar to Prelutsky's using 
only 4 lines with the name of a place?

5. Re-enact poem
6. Journal Reflection

________________

Dear UNM Poetry Coaches,

With an extra Monday off you will have more time to prepare your poems for Feb. 22. Our lesson plan strategy is below:

Feb. 22 Heights Practicum (week 4)

1:40-2:35    In Ms. Evan's class
We can now focus on specific poetry groups to practice with in each classroom. Poetry coaches will match up with students who are rehearsing the poems you performed. This way you can bring more insight into practicing with students. During your reading point our vocabulary words, synonyms, antonyms, definitions.
Use stickies during reading and let’s end with them writing in their journals.

Poems to date: 

· When Tillie Ate the Chili - Audra & Samantha (Brittany….

· Crocodiles’s Toothache – Daniel, Eldadiana & Heather (Kristy….) (Juan & Stevie) (Leon & Brandon)
· The Generals - Krista & Ryan (Manual, Thurman & Brittany)
· Little Abigail & the Pony – April & Megan (Serena…)
Poems to add:

· What poems will be performed on Feb. 22?

Please let me know which poem you will be performing in Ms. Evans class as a choice for students.
2:40-3:20  Ms. Martin's class
I will bring some scarves and other props to get started.

· Grandma Has a Habit
· Jillicky, Jollicky, Jellicky Jee  
You will introduce new poems:

· The Captain

· Lazy Jane/Shane

· New Kid on the Block

· Yippiyuk – Frances
· Always Sprinkle Pepper – Frances

· Tse Bit’ai – example Prelutsky style poem

· I’m Gonna Tell – Frances
· Matalina Catalina – Frances
· (Optional) Limericks – Frances

We will see which poems students want to focus on to practice for their upcoming performance.

Keep handouts in journal all together so you have them each week.

Feb. 8 (Heights Practicum week 3)

Lesson Format Framework
Sing Poetry Song & Introduce limericks-meter, rhythm & rhyme-patterns that repeat
Students will:
Pair-Share reading poem. (Poem/Song Handout). Students illustrate poem.
GUIDED READING
1. Vocabulary:   
Antonym- 
Synonym- 
Spelling - 
Definition- 
Use in a sentence –

2. Comprehension (Evaluation)

Re-enact poem 

3. Synthesis & Application (Evaluation)

 Could you write your own poem in similar style?
Write a limerick based on one or more of the poems.
1:40-2:35    In Ms. Evan's class
· Crocodile’s Toothache- Heather, Eldadiana & Daniel
· Abigail’s Pony – April, Meagan & Frances
· When Tillie ate the Chili – Audra & Samantha
· The Generals – Manuel and Thurman & Brittany
2:40-3:20  Ms. Martin's class

· Grandma Has a Habit – I found something out about grandma bear this week. I was doing some interviewing with her children and grandchildren. Grandma’s sensitive about it so don’t go blabbing it all around. We don’t want to hurt her feelings, do we!

· Distribute blue journals and pens and stickies. 
· For students: Keep handouts in journal all together so you have them each week.

· Jillicky, Jollicky, Jellicky Jee  (Tone bars & glockenspiel)

· Tse Bit’ai – example Prelutsky style poem

· Matalina Catalina

· I’m Gonna Tell

· Always Sprinkle Pepper in your Hair - Travis
In Whole Group direct questions: What do we know about grandma bear? (Mostly descriptive of what she is wearing and rocking.) What else do you want to know about her? Think of your own grandmothers and ask some questions so we can make her into a person who also feels as well as a grandmother we can describe physically. 
Small Group & Individual with UNM Coaches: continue to work on fleshing out grandma bear’s character.

Travis: Then we will add your ideas to the poem and work the words in using the same style as the author with 4 lines stanzas ending with Grandma Bear from Delaware (from first stanza).

Could you write your own poem similar to Prelutsky's 4 lines including the name of a place or state?

Poetry Coaching Groups
	Travis

	Jennifer
	Eric
	AJ
	Ms. Martin

	Jade
	Audra
	Emily

	Sheriece
	Ethan 
	Zola

	Cruz
	Mariah
	Lucas

	Krista
	Daniel
	Tennielle

	Meagan
	Audra
	Samantha

	Ryan
	Heather
	April

	Eldadiana
	
	

	Jo (Isaac)
	Stevie
	Alex

	Serena
	Juan
	Thurman

	Norma
	Kristy
	Leon

	Ariana
	Brittany
	Brandon
	Mrs. Evans

	Manuel
	Cory
	Kesty
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Feb. 1 Poetry Invitations & Poetry Project
As a way of introducing you to our course blog at 
http://unm443.tripod.com/childlit/

please post your comments-reflections- of our first class session while 
it is still fresh in your minds before our next Monday session, Feb. 1.

Also check out my poetry resources on my webpage at:
http://fvitali.tripod.com/childlitsp10/id2.html



We will meet at 1pm at HEIGHTS'S OFFICE. Remember to sign in. We will 
meet in a classroom or the conference room. The principal is making 
arrangements for us.
___________________

Post Reflections of Maxime & visit on course blog at http://unm443.tripod.com/childlit/
Lateness Policy: a story-fabrications, exaggerations, elaborations – anything BUT the truth!

Frog’s Tale, House Story & Gem Story

Create account for individual webpage at http://www.tripod.com 

Create webpage including design and organize page content
(IMPORTANT: When posting information on your webpage or blog, always save a backup document of whatever you post)

Review Syllabus at http://unm443.tripod.com/childlit/
3:30-4pm Debrief & plan for next week’s lessons

1:40-2:35    In Ms. Evan's class

· Crocodile’s Toothache

· Abigail’s Pony

· When we [Tillie] ate the Chili

2:40-3:20  Ms. Martin's class

· Jillicky, Jollicky, Jellicky Jee  (Tone bars & glockenspiel)

· Matalina Catalina

· I’m Gonna Tell

________________________
NOTES:
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Feb. 8 Poetry Invitations & Poetry Project
As a way of introducing you to our course blog at 
http://unm443.tripod.com/childlit/

please post your comments-reflections- of our first class session while 
it is still fresh in your minds before our next Monday session, Feb. 1.

Also check out my poetry resources on my webpage at:
http://fvitali.tripod.com/childlitsp10/id2.html



We will meet at 1pm at HEIGHTS'S OFFICE. Remember to sign in. We will 
meet in a classroom or the conference room. The principal is making 
arrangements for us.
___________________

Post Reflections of Maxime & visit on course blog at http://unm443.tripod.com/childlit/
Lateness Policy: a story-fabrications, exaggerations, elaborations – anything BUT the truth!

Frog’s Tale, House Story & Gem Story
1. Do not worry about our tripod webpages, booklist, genres, author/illustrator focus YET. We will delve into this content after March 15 for Part II! In the meantime, we are going to focus on our practicum at Heights-playing with poetry, practicing lines, preparing for our weekly lessons.

HOWEVER, if you want to read for your BOOKLIST, please go right ahead. Just keep track of the books you read with a terse annotation saved in your own word document. Then you can cut and paste when the time comes to put your Booklist on your webpage.

2. Enjoy marinating in your poetry practicum. What you can do now is to reflect weekly about each session, including ideas you have for each week's preparation. THAT YOU SHOULD KEEP TRACK OF WEEKLY!

KEEP A WORD DOCUMENT TO SAVE EACH WEEK'S REFLECTION AND LESSON PREPARATION (vocabulary).

VOCABULARY:


animals 


children's picture book 


children's poetry collection 


geography 


humor 


place names 


nonsense verse 


nursery rhymes 


picture book 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/places" \t "_top" �places� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/poetry" \t "_top" �poetry� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/rhyming" \t "_top" �rhyming� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/silly" \t "_top" �silly� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/stories" \t "_top" �stories� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/travel" \t "_top" �travel� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarything.com/tag/verse" \t "_top" �verse� 








Materials: 


poetry copies-Grandma Bear & The Generals


pocket Thesauri and Dictionaries


US map


Reading Knowledge Rating 


Poetry booklets for them to write in & UNM pens











